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Peru from Asia, just as it was later introduced into Mexico
from Europe.
In the sixteenth century there was a regular trade between
the Philippines and Spanish America, and Hough (Am.
Anth.s 1900, pp. 66 ff.) warns us against supposing that
what was brought in by this trade was there before. He
concludes, however, that the game known to the Hindus as
pachise, and to the Mexicans as patole, was in America before
Columbus.
As a last example I shall return to Easter Island (see
p. 31). According to Klara von Moeller (Zeitschrift fur
Ethnologies 1937, p. 7) there are many close parallels between
the drawings and carvings found on this island and those
of Ancient Peru, and some of the very complex picture-
writing signs are apparently identical.
And now to the religion of Ancient Mexico. Many
Mexican drawings show a god or monster with what is
unmistakably a trunk. The opinion that it was the trunk
of an Indian elephant was put forward by Elliot Smith, but
in this he was merely following Humboldt, who (Vue des
Cordilleras, p. 92) figures a priest sacrificing a human
victim. The priest wears a mask which suggests the head
of an elephant, and 'presents resemblances to the Ganesa
of the Hindus which are remarkable and seem by no means
accidental'. Humboldt points out the resemblances between
the Mexican calendar and the calendars of Asia. He says
that the Mexican
TSTine lords of the night correspond to the nine astrolo-
gical signs of several Asiatic people* (p. 145). "The peoples
of Asia, like those of America, have special names for the
years included in a cycle; they still say at Lhasa and at
Nagasaki, as they formerly did in Mexico, that such and
such an event took place in the year of the rabbit, the
tiger, or the dog5 (p. 149).

